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Toxic Masculinity and Its Impact on Gender-Based Violence

The Toxic Masculinity Project's team has commenced the data analysis phase. The Project

Manager is collaborating with a data scientist through the next few months to lay out methods and

next steps. The expert and focus group datasets have been created and the survey dataset is

being finalized on Survey Monkey. We look forward to the findings that will result from all the hard

work that our partners have dedicated in the data collection phase.
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The Coalition for Racial Equity in Education

The Coalition for Racial Equity in Education is currently inviting parents and youth volunteers from

the YRDSB and DDSB regions to join their dedicated efforts. These volunteers will undergo

comprehensive training regarding Islamophobia in schools.
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If you are a high school student or a parent residing in the York or Durham region and are

interested in contributing to this important project, we invite you to sign up here. Should you have

any questions or concerns, please don't hesitate to reach out to samaha@cassa.on.ca.

Additionally, we are excited to announce that our  Ramadan social media campaign is out on

our socials @CASSAonline

The New Horizons for Seniors Program

Canada's immigration and multiculturalism policies have given rise to an

ethno-culturally diverse population, with older adults comprising a significant

proportion of this emergent group. As Toronto’s population ages, important

questions are coming into view: How might we better support seniors to lead

active and independent lives in their neighborhoods, communities and homes?

Can we make city services for seniors easier to use and navigate? How can we

ensure that low income seniors have equal opportunities to live a healthy life?

The proposed project will help identify and address barriers in government

assistance programs for South Asian seniors to benefit the community by creating

a more inclusive and equitable support system. It will ensure that racialized

seniors, who have enriched our community with their diverse backgrounds, receive

the assistance they need to support their financial security, leading to improved

well-being and a stronger sense of belonging.

The New Horizons for Seniors Program Project is working on its literature review

that scans the current Govt. Assistance Programs for seniors. The team has

conducted their first focus group discussion with our Partnering organization

SAFSS (Settlement Assistance & Family Support Services) that closely works with

south asian seniors. Initial focus groups allowed South Asian seniors to provide

their insight and help identify the needs assessment of this project. The seniors

talked about their experiences, challenges, and suggestions related to accessing

government assistance programs .
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CCMW to launch its National Employment Study Report this Summer!

CCMW will soon be launching the study report for its "Addressing Barriers to Employment for

Muslim Women" Project funded by WAGE Canada (Project ASPIRE). This project aims for CCMW

to have a better understanding and response to employment barriers Canadian Muslim women

face through quantitative and qualitative data collection, analysis, and development of strategies

and tools to address the barriers through the engagement of community partners, employers, and

Canadian Muslim women themselves.

Based on quantitative and qualitative analysis, The ASPIRE Study led by Dr. Sarah Shah, aims to

promote diversity, equity and inclusion in the workplace. The Study Report will be launched in

May-June 2024, and include key findings and recommendations to reduce multi-layered and

complex employment barriers Muslim women face.
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CCMW will share these findings with policy makers and community partners by way of  toolkits

and workshop modules, to be delivered at a national employment conference in 2025. Please

email firdaus.ali@ccmw.com to receive a copy of the Report.

 

Write To The Children of Gaza
What would you tell a Palestinian child if you could? Write to the Children of Gaza is an online

letter-writing campaign for Palestine on digital storytelling platform islamophobia.io. It’s your

chance to express INSTANT digital solidarity with the Palestinian people in this ongoing genocide.

If your heart is bleeding, say something to the children of Gaza OR anything about Palestine. Use

poetry, reflection, observation, or any written form of expression. Your voice is activism + your

letter creates public education on Palestine in our independent archive available

worldwide. Read existing letters from around the world. Follow the campaign on IG.
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Scarborough Women's Centre
Scarborough Women's Centre is offering free webinars and in-person workshops in April. To view

the whole schedule and register, please visit our website here
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Calling All Internationally Educated Nurses!
Are you pursuing registration with the College of Nurses of Ontario?

CARE Centre for Internationally Educated Nurses (IENs) is a non-profit organization

funded by the Ontario Government offering a variety of Professional Development workshops

each month. Workshops focus on Nursing Skills, Effective Communication and Career

Development, helping IENs connect with employers and thrive in different healthcare sectors

serving diverse clients and cultures.

Join our upcoming information session in person at one of our offices or over Zoom,

April 25 th at 1pm. Visit our website to find out more about becoming a STARS member here 
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Are you an Internationally Educated Nurse (IEN)
Accepted for Immigration to Canada?

CARE Centre for IENs offers a pre-arrival program for nurses still outside of Canada,

free for participants through funding from Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada. The

Pre-Arrival Supports and Services (PASS) Program offers case management, informational

webinars, insight into the Canadian healthcare system, access to nurse mentors and diverse

supports designed to help nurses navigate the nursing assessment and registration process in

their province of destination, and prepare them to launch their Canadian nursing careers.
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You can learn more about PASS here.

and contact us at passinfo@care4nurses.org
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Let's Move Willowdale

Spring is here! Join NeighbourLink North York for their 3rd Let’s Move, Willowdale Move-a-thon &

BBQ in partnership with the North York Seniors Centre (NYSC) on Saturday, May 4th! 

 

The fun starts at Hendon Park (near Finch station) at 11am with a walk, run and ride along the

Finch Hydro Corridor with friends, family and neighbours.

 

Following the Move-a-thon there will be a BBQ beginning at 12pm with delicious food,

entertainment, kids activities, crafts, science experiments, caricature artists, face painting prizes

and much more! 

 

For more details and registration visit www.neighbourlink.org/letsmove 
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All funds raised will go towards NeighbourLink and the North York Seniors Centre’s programs that

alleviate social isolation for the most vulnerable in our community.
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In the News

Quebecers plead with province to let their loved ones in through family reunification
Sidani is one of over 38,000 Quebecers waiting for a loved one to enter the country through the

family reunification program, according to Québec Réunifié.
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Canada needs a national strategy for homeless refugee claimants
One year after the federal government closed Roxham Road, refugee claims in Canada continue

to increase: there were 143,785 in 2023 compared to 91,730 in 2022.

Canada Broadens Assisted Exits From Haiti
As the security situation in Haiti remains extremely volatile, and the Port-au-Prince airport remains

closed, the Government of Canada continues to take action to protect the safety and security of

Canadians in Haiti.

Canada needs a comprehensive, national plan for refugee claimant housing
With emergency shelters overwhelmed, and alarming headlines telling of refugee claimants

sleeping on the streets in Toronto and other major Canadian cities, this is a problem that can no

longer be ignored.

Permanent immigration levels 'in the right place': Fraser
Housing Minister and former immigration minister Sean Fraser says Canada’s permanent

residency numbers are “in the right place.”

International student numbers could be restricted further, immigration minister says
in Halifax
The federal government is not ruling out further restrictions on international students as it works to

stabilize Canada’s housing shortage.

Ford wants '100 per cent' Ontario students at med schools in province
Premier Doug Ford says he wants all spots in Ontario medical schools to be reserved for students

from the province.

Canadian community groups take hate-reporting data collection into their own hands
Non-profits across Canada collect data on hate incidents, but without a centralized home and

process, this essential data can’t inform national policies

Ex-foreign minister Peter MacKay decries 'ludicrous' bureaucratic hurdles for
Palestinians trying to flee Gaza
Canadian citizens and permanent residents with family members trapped in Gaza met privately

with Immigration Minister Marc Miller this week to press for changes to the special immigration

program they say has so far failed them.

Is there a better place to put refugees than hotels? The push for a national asylum
plan
Asylum seekers are sleeping on the pavement in downtown Toronto. An encampment spreads

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

5/21/24, 12:41 PM CASSA's April 2024 Newsletter

https://mailchi.mp/cassa/cassas-april-2024-newsletter-6238132 30/31



outside a homeless shelter in Mississauga. A church in Vaughan is building tiny homes on its

Greenbelt property.

As more pregnant people face homelessness in Hamilton, YWCA pitches new facility
to offer shelter and care
At the height of the pandemic, YWCA Hamilton staff were encountering women experiencing

homelessness who were pregnant but going without prenatal care late into their pregnancy, or not

at all.

'Time is blood in Gaza,' says Palestinian Montrealer urging Canada to get relatives
out
The spring breeze had faded, making way for an early-April snowstorm strong enough to wipe out

power across much of the province.
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